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The letter to the editor trom a Female} useful. ‘The present plan of operation 


Friend in New Jersey, inserted in page 84 
of this paper, is well worthy the peru- 
sal of every friend of emancipation in 
the United States. The writer is very 
young, but if we may judge from appear- 
ances----from her style and manner of 
expressing her sentiments, it will not be 
too much to say, that she has a mind of 
no ordinary mould, and is possessed of 
talents that would be an honour to one 
of maturer years. 

We have been exceedingly unfortun- 
ate in the publication of the letters of 
freneus. [tis but justice to the author 
to say that through hurry we have been. 
greatly in fault, or so many errors would 
not have escaped notice as have at vari- 
ous times.—In the last number the po- 
etry introduced in page 72 should read 
thus:— 

Think ye people while you’re feasting 

On the fruit of sugar cane, 

Think for it our lives are wasting, 

We no recompence obtain; 

While your cups with sweets you’re fill- 
ing, 

Jovial ail, and full of glee, 

Knotty whips our blood is spilling, 

To procure this luxury ! 

Mercy on us!—have compassion, 

Human feelings we possess, 

Cease ye then the cruel fashion, 

Of thus eating human flesh!!! 

We occasionally receive information 
of the hopeful prospects of the American 
Colonization Society. Some flattering 
accounts have lately been published rel- 
ative to the settlement at Cape Messur- 
ado. When [ shall discover that a dis- 
ae manifests itself amongst the 

olders of slaves, and in the national 
and state legislatures, to adopt a regular 
system of education and emancipation; 
and when I learn that the agents seut out 
by the society as well as others, refrain 
from vending spirituous liquors among 
the natives, then, and not till then, shall 
I entertain the hope of their measures 


becoming generally and permanently 





is calculated merely to lull the minds 
of the peaple, into a state of ease and 
security, and will be but pgrtially bene. 
ficial. It is very unwise to legislate by 
halves, Strike at the root of anevil, and 
let the efforts to extirpate it have a gen- 
eral tendency. 

It would seem that the late occur- 
rences at Charleston in South Carolina, 
have induced some of the southern people 
to thenica little on the subject of their 
un-enviable situation. | 

A writer in the American Farmer has 
set to work in good earnest to shew the 
necessity of a CHANGE OF POPULA- 
TION. I suppose there are many in 
the present day, who would engage as 
actively in transporting the Negroes 
back to Africa, as they did some time a- 
go in bringing them hither, provided, 
they were sure of getting paid for it. 


“SERVILE CONSPIRACY.” 

Review of the Letter of Governor Ben- 
nett, of South Carolina, relative to the 
meditated wnsurrection of the Blacks, 
near Charleston, in that State. 

The Letter of the governor of South 
Carolina, relative to the late conspiracy 
among the blacks in that State, was evi- 
dently intended to answer a two-fold 
purpose. The object was, Ist, to allay 
the fears and anxiety of the white people 
in the slaveholding States, & more parti- 
cularly in that section of country—& 2d, 
to remove the apprehensions of Foreign- 
ers as to the propriety of settling there. 

His excellency professes to have given 
us a true representation of “the occur- 
rences as they have transpired,” and as~ 
sures us “that the attempt has not only 
been greatly magnified, but as soon as 
discovered, it ceased to be dangerous.”® 

It will readily be admitted, that, as the 
plot was discovered in time to secure 
the ringleaders before it was ripe for ex- 
ecution, it then ceased to be dangerous.— 
But unless we are to suppose, (which for 
my part [ am unwilling to do,) that the 
court proceeded upon the plan of the 
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British government, and created an a- 
Jarm for the purpose of an excuse to 
draw the cord of oppression tighter, we 
must vield to the belief that a great deal 
of danger really existed. Why were so 
mony executed, & so many banished from 
the society of their relatives, if this was 
not the case?—He will, doubtless say 
tha! some cause existed for such mea- 
sures, and that to prevent danger, an un- 
usual degree ef severity was necessary. 
But I would wish to impress it on his 
mind, as well as all slaveholders, that this 
is a veryunsafe ground to goupon. It 
might be supposed that he is sensible of 
this, for he commences his account of the 
developement of the plot by saying, that 
9 servant prompted by attachment to his 
master, communicated to him,’ &c.— 
Here is prima facia evidence that the 


‘ salety of the master, in many cases, con- 


sists in securing the aftachment of the 
slave; and this we al! know can only be 
done by kind and merciful treatment. 
That there was much more danger 
than the governor would have us to sup- 
ose, | infer from the great anxiety man- 
ifested upon the occasion, from the rela- 
tive situation of the different classes, and 
from the very nature of the system of 
slavery. The slaves in that section of 
country are exceedingly numerous; and 
the mistaken opinion has been generally 
entertained that to keep them in igno 
rance, and treat them with severity, is 
the only means of preserving a proper 
subordination among them.* Shut out 


* History may be cited to shew the 
fallacy of such doctrine. (See History 
of Missions in the West Indies.) 

“Asa proof of the importance of 
Christianizing the Negroes, even ina 
political point of view, it is not unworthy 
of notice, that soon after the commence- 
ment of the war with France, the gov- 
ernor of Tortola received information, 
that the French inhabitants of Guada- 
loupe meditated a descent on the island. 
He immediately sent for Mr. Turner, the 
superintendant of the missions in ‘Torto- 
la, and the other Virgin islands, and hav- 
ing informed him of this report, added. 
that there was no regular force in the 
colony to defend it against the enemy, 
and that they were afraid to arm the 
Negroes, unless he would put himself at 
the head of them. Mr. ‘Turner was sens- 





ible, that such a step was not properly 
within the line of the ministerial office; 





but yet considering that the island was} 


from the means of religious or moral tm- 
provement; reduced to the lowest and 
most humiliating state of degradation; 


lcompelled to labour without the hope of 


reward, save the scanty pittance which 
barely serves to sustain life; and often 
scourged in the most brutal and unfeel- 


ing manner for trivial offences; how could ~ 


it be expected that under such circum- 
stances they would rest contented?— 
Although they are debased nearly to a 








in iminent danger, that if it were con- 
quered by the French, the religious pri- 
vileges of the Negroes would probably 
be lost, and that the war en their part 
was entirely of a defensive nature, he 
consented to the governor’s request, and 
was accordingly armed with the Ne- 
groes. About a fortnight after, a French 
squadren made its appearance in the 
bay; but being informed, it is supposed, 
by some emissaries, of the armed force 
on the island, they abandoned their de- 
sign, and retired.” 

Soon after this event, the governor- 
general of the Leeward islands sent an 
order to the Methodist missionaries, te 
make a return of all the Negroes in 
their societies who were able to carry 
arms. The return was accordingl 
made; and a great part, if not the whole 
of them, were armed for the defence of 
the several islands. Such was the confi- 
dence which the governor-general had in 
the loyalty of the missionaries and of 
their flocks. 

“The leading doctrines taught by all 
our missionaries (say the committee) are 
the following: ‘The eternal existence of 
God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit ; the 
total ignorance, sinfulness, misery, and 
helplessness of man; the necessity of res 
mission of sins,and of a complete re- 
newal of the heart in knowledge, right- 
eousness, and true holiness, after the im- 
age of him that created us; the infinite 
mercy and grace of God, as the only 
source of man’s redemption; and the a- 
tonement made by Jesus Christ for the 
sinsof the whole world. They con- 
stantly affirm, that the mediatorial work 
of Christ is the sole meritorious cause of 
salvation; that whatever subordinate 
means may be employed, the Holy Spir- 
it is the grand and proper agent of the 
work of grace in the heart; that ‘repent- 
ance towards Goi, and faith towards our 
Lord Jesus Christ, are necessary to the 
sinner’s actual participation of pardon 
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tevel with brutes,still there is a something 
in them which cannot be extinguished. 
It has existed in the human breast ever 
since the day that “God created Adam.” 
A Nimrod, a Nero, a Caligula, and a 
thousand others, have strove, in vain, to 





eradicate it, and it ill becomes a petty 
tyrant, professing republicanism, to make 
the silly attempt. It is the intellectual 
vision—-the vital spark emanating from 
Deity, and has its residence in the soul. 
Tt is connected with the bodyin sucha 
way, that neither the inventions of earth 
or hell can destroy it. Possessed of this, 
it is impossible for them to be reconciled 
to their abject condition. They hear, 
and understand the meaning, of the words 
Liberty, Freedom, &c. which are in e- 
very white man’s mouth. Many of them 
are permitted to hear our Fourth of July 
Orations; and some of them can sing the 





and eternal life, and that believers must 

persevere in holiness to the end of their 

days, in order that their labour may not 
ein vain in the Lord. 

Among the members of the Methodist 
societies in the West Indies, there are 
not a few, we hope, who are sincere con- 
verts to the Christian faith, though we 
fear there is a considerable tincture of 
enthusiasm among them. All of them 
sofaras is known, fulfil with propriety 
the relative duties of life, even their own 
masters being judges; or if any occasion- 
ally transgress the rules of morality, they 
are exctuded from the connection, at 
least after neglecting due reproof. They 
have all abandoned the practice of po- 
lygamy, the besetting sin of the negroes; 
and the fatal influence of Obeah, or 
witchcraft, which is often productive of 
most terrible mischief, among the slaves, 
is effectually destroyed wherever Christ- 
ianity prevails. As a proof of the gen- 
eral good conduct of the converts, it is 
not unworthy of notice, that when an of- 
fice which requires trust and confidence 
becomes vacant, such as that of a watch-| 
man, it is a usual practice with the plant- 
ers and managers to enquire fora reli- 
gious negro to fill it. Indeed, in Anti- 
gua, Nevis, Tortola and St. Vincent’s, 
the proprietors of estates, and the other 
inhabitants, are so fully satisfied with 
the conduct of the missionaries, and so 
sensible of the political as well as mor- 
al and religious advantages resulting 
from their labours, that they entirely 


support the missions in these islands by 
their veluntary contributions.” 


wen 
songs, aye, the battle songs, of American 
warriors. It would be strange indeed, if 
these things should not have some effect 
in producing discontent among them; 
and nothing can prevent its baleful ten 
dency as long as they are denied the be- 
nefits of religious instruction, and depri« 
ved of the inalienable rights that nature- 
gave.—I!fence, I consider it reasonable 
to suppose that the plot alluded to was 
extensively and deeply laid, and that 
its timely discovery, alone, prevented a 
scene of bloodshed and massacree, at the 
bare thought of which, humanity would 
have shuddered. And I further believe, 
that there will always be more or less of 
danger, in many parts of our country, on 
account of the dreadful vassalage of a 
portion of the inhabitants, until a radical 
change is effected, and the ‘hell-born 
monster oppression is completely exter- 
minated. It may be laid down as a maxim, 
thrt the bosom of aman who has been 
deprived of his natural rights, is the seat 
of enmity, and that he is ever ready to 
embrace the opportunity of —s 
the outrage, unless he is acquainte 
with the rules of Christianity, and has 
been taught to “turgive his enemies.” 
Leaving that part of the letter that is 
confined toa narration of the circume 
stances, we come to a passage of rather 
extraordinary inipert, and which is par- 
ticularly calculated to arrest the atten- 
tion. Speaking of the conduct ef one 
of the conspirators, the governor says:— 
“Materials were abundantly furnished in 
the seditious pamphlets brought into this 
State, by equally culpable incendiaries; 
while the speeches of the eppositioniste 
in congress to the admission of Missouri, 
gave a serious and imposing effect to his 
machinations.”—Here we are told that 
“seditious pamphlets” have been publish 
ed, and “incendiaries” employed in dis- 
tributing them. And further, that cer 
tain speeches delivered in Congress, 
(vhich are of course also considered sedie 
tious no doubt,) were made use of te 
promote the insurrection. Why did he 
not also tell us, that the Declaration of 
American Independence, (which some 
of the Europeans think a horribly sedi- 
tious thing,) as well as the thousands of 
speeches, orations, toasts and songs, that 
are echoed and re-echoed from hill to 
hill, were used for the same purpose?— 
‘This wag no doubt the fact; and a particue 
lar passage in the venerable Jefferson’s 





Notes on Virginia, was likewise very 
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probably made use of, all of which, toge- | Before I dismiss the subject, I would 
ther with the writings of Franklin, Rush, | advise his Excellency to look nearer home 
and hundreds of others, on slavery, are |for the cause of the meditated insurrec- 
now to be viewed as vile, “sepirious,”|tion. What, I would ask him, was the 
and TREASON ABLE!!!—But it would cause ofa similar attempt, a few years 
not have answered the gentleman’s pur- since, near the city of Richmond in Vir- 
pose to have brought these things into'ginia, and also of astill later date, at 
view. It was his desire to cast areflec- Petersburgh?—At the former place, se 
tion upon some of our Statesmen, in or- well had they matured their plot, and so 
der to counteract the effects of their pa- completely had they organized their sys- 
triotic exertions relative to the Missouri tem of operations, that nothing but a 
Question, and the occasion was so ex- seemingly miraculous intervention of the 
tremely opportune that he could not let|arm of Providence was supposed to have 
it pass without indulging his favourite} been capable of saving the city from 
wish. | pillage and the flames, & the inhabitants 

With respect to the “seditious pamph- | thereof from butchery.—So dreadful was 
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lets” of which he speaks, he has not 
been sufficiently explicit to enable us to 
form an idea of their character. So va- 
rious are the sentiments of different per- 
sons, that what some would view in that 
light, by others is frequently considered 
quite the reverse. That there may have 
been unworthy persons employed in cir- 
culating mischievous publications, is pos- 
sible; but we never heard any thing of it 


| 





the alarm, and so great the consternation 
produced upon that occasion, that a 
member of Congress from that State was 
sometime afterwards heard to express 
himself in his place as follows:——«The 


night bell is never heard to toll in the 


city of Richmond, but the anxious mo- 
ther presses her infant more closely te 
her bosom.” 

{t will be found, that notwithstanding 


until his excellency’s vision was bright-|“Servility long continued, debases the 
ened by the discovery of a negro plot: rind, and abstacts it from that energy ot 
consequently it is doubtful whether that, character which is fitted to great ex- 








occurrence did not magnity, and even 
transform certain objects, as they passed 
under his review. it may not be amiss, 
however, to observe, and I wish every 
one to lay it to heart, that wherever op- 
pression prevails, there will not only be 

lottings and insurrectionary efforts, but 
that there will also be individuals of 
daring enterprise; in other places, ready 
to embark in the work of revolution, 
whenever it may commence. Many 
will do it in the hope of enriching or ag- 
grandizing themselves, regardless of e- 
very tie, religious or moral, that binds 
man te man, or promotes a feeling of 
charity and brotherly love. Others will 
proceed from what they believe to be a 
sense of duty—from a desire to uphold 
the principles of liberty; and though the 





ploits,”’still,thecombined efforts of such as 
are verging on the border of despair, and 
those instigated by motives of avarice,am- 
bition, or revenge, may be productive of 
the most deplorable consequences; and it. 
becomes a wise man to assist in taking 
measures to obviate them. This, as I 
have shewn, can only be completely ef- 
fected by a general dessemination of the 
principles of Christianity, and a final e- 
radication of the servile system. 


ie 


EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


Letter from a Female Friend in the 
State of New Jersey. 
EsTEEMED FRIEND, 
After along time of silence, I am 
free to express a few of my sentiments 





means they use may be in direct viola- 
tion of Chirstian maxims and precepts, 
still, they will reconcile it toe their con- 
sciences as well as they can. ‘Thisstate 
of things may be loeked for until the 
true light of Christianity shali be more 
generally shed abroad in the hearts of 


to thee, jasasien. the cause thou hast se 
manfully espoused; I mean the distress- 
ed condition of Africa’s sable sons, so in- 


‘humanly treated in this boasted land of 


liberty. Freedom was its first institu- 
tion, but how far it has deviated from 
this principle let the consciences of peo- 
ple tell them inthe cool of the day. 





men. When this shall be ¢he case, the 


occasion will no longer exist; for not on-' 


ly wars and fightings, but tyranny and 
oppression of every kind, must then 
cease, 


‘power to do init, would not be w 


Itisa sutpest I cap assure thee that 
lies near my heart, but which f have hi- 
therto heen backward in publicly espous- 
ing, considering the little that was in m 
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the attention of my fellow cifizens; and 
under these considerations I have until 
now, rested satisfied in refusing the use 
of the produce of their labours, and en- 
deavoring as opportunities offered, to 
persuade those around me todo the same. 
But now [believe the day calls for re- 
newed exertions in their cause; and as 
much as in us lies, to be instrumental in 
convincing their oppressors of their 
wrongs, and endeavoring toplace them 
in.a situation, capable of making a pro- 
per use of the bleesing of Freedem. But 
alas! fear it is but little { can doa for them. 

There are but few at present in this 
section ofcountry; yet distance does not 
deprive us of the knowledge of their 
helpless and distressed condition, nor 
extinguish those sympathetic feelings, 
nefural to arise on beholding the discon- 
solate condition of a fellow creature, 
pining under absolute oppression,held in 
that situation by those who profess the 
name ofJesus; [ say profess, to believe 
in His doctrines who said “Thou shalt 
love thy neighbor as thyself,” yea, and 
to love our enemies, much less treat in 
anunchristian manner those whonev- 
er did us wrong. Our Saviour said,“his 
servants you are, to whom vou yield your 
members instruments to obey.”’ ere 
let us pause; and calmly consider how 
far our practice agrees with our profes- 
sion. I say,we profess to be the serv- 
ants of a God, of whom it is said He is 
of purer eyes than to behold iniquity 
without rebuke; is it not iniquity, to 
serve his enemy instead of Himr or, are 
you, any of you, prepared to say it is in 
obedience to His command, who was of- 
fered upon the cross at Calvary for the 
sins of the whole rational creation, for 
the sable sons of Africa, as well as those 
of every other nation, whether christians, 
barbarians, bond, or free, that you do 
this?—All have an equal right to partici- 
pate in this sacrifice. How is it then 
that you who profess yourselves to be the 
disciples of a crucified Saviour, can treat 
in this manner those to whom God hath 
so eminently manifested his love? © be 
you entreated to forsake the wickedness 
of your ways; return and live, live to 
Him who died for you, and not to the 
gratification of your senses. O remem- 
ber, he has declared himself a friend and 
never failing refuge for the oppressed; 


he. hath told us in his sacred volume, the 
poor shall not always be despised;— 
sor the sighing of the needy be disregac- | 


ded; nay, the consoling language is in 
this wise: “for the cry of the poor, for 
the sighing of the needy, now will I arise 
lsaith the Lord, and set'him in safet 
from him that puffeth at him.” O my 
Friend, how I could enlarge—my soul 
sympathises with them in their afflic- 
tion. Tam &c. i. 8. 
Benjamin Lundy. 


Extract of a letter to the Editor, 
from a gentleman of high standing in 
South Carolina. Dated Vov. 21, 1822. 


Sir, You will please forward your pa- 
per to the following gentlemen:— 
* 8s # © #@ 6&6 @ *#® @ &@ 8 8G 
A spirit somewhat similar to that 
existing in E. Ten. is beginning to op- 
erate in this section of the country. 
{t will require stimuli to give it strength. 
This can be applied no way so well as 
through the press. [hope tberefore that 
you will prosper in your work; and that 
you will contihue to infuse as much en- 
ergy in itas possible. The grand qes- 
tion is, how the emancipation shall 
be effected with safety to ourselves, 
and profit to the Negroes. 





The following is from the New York 
“American. If the work be faithfully ex- 
ecuted, it will be a great desideratum. 

A pamphlet is announced in the 
Charleston papers as about to 3e pub- 
lished in that city, exhibiting “in a con- 
densed form, the history of the origin 
and progress ofslavery in the southern 
and western states; to describe the true 
condition of the slave-class of our popu- 
lation, and to present, from scarce tracts 
and other valuable sources of informa- 
tion, a brief sketch of the difficulties we 
have met and surmounted in relatien to 
this class, from the earliest settlement of 
the country to the present time.” 

=a 
For the Gen. of Universal Emancipation. 


IRENEUS TO SOPHRONTA. 
NO. IX. 
July, 1822. 

Dear Sopruy, ae 
In the course of my late peregrinations, 
amongst several others, I have come to 
be acquainted with Gripus, an old disci- 
aM (as he calls himself) and an estab- 
ished sentimental slave r. Gripus 
has two very great objects ia view,which 
he seems determined to accomplish at a- 





ny rate, even if every other considera; 
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tion should be laid aside, namely: to be 
rich in the wealth of this world, and to 
enjoy the beatitudes of heaven when he 
dies. ‘These two he considers as being 
the only things worthy of his attention. 
This gentleman has the advantage of ma- 
ny others, for he has a double portion of 
geal, and though it is devided between 
two objects, which are opposite in their 
natures, yet he contrives, some how or 
other, to keep it in pretty lively opera- 
tion. Gripus has two witnesses to prove 
his attachments, —-his tongue declares 
that he loves God, and his works testify 
that he loves the world. He says that 
though Abraham was a good man, he was 
vich in gold, and in silver, and had _ ser- 
vants born in his house, and bought with 
money; and that it is but right that he 
should be like him in these respects,— 
that if people would read the Old Tes- 
tament more than they do, and examine 
the history of the Jews, and also notice 
many expressions of the Proverbs, and 
what is written in some other places, they 
would find that riches are in very high 
estimation in old times, among the Jews 
in particular, who were called God’s peo- 

le,and were a very religious nation.— 

his being the creed of Gripus, he leaves 
no means untried, that is not reputed 
scandalous, to gain all the wealth he can; 
and though he wiil not openly defraud 
any one of his own complexion, yet he 
does a great many hard things to others, 
which he would be very unwilling to 
have done to himself on a change of cir- 
cumstances,—such as taking advantages 
of necessity, by selling his preperty to 
the needy at prices higher than the no- 
minal value—the money must be paid 
down;—or if he credits at all, must have 
a note bearing interest from the day it 
is given: f he agrees to take any 
kiad of property in payment for any 
debt, it is sure to be something on which 
he can make some profit, by receiving it 
far below its usual selling price, and sell- 
ing it out again at fifty or a hundred per 
cent.advance. Gripus wipes his mouth 
from criminality in these things, by plead. 
ing popular custom, which he has never 
seriously examined into, to see whether 
at was right or wrong, so that he has got 
to be completely confirmed in his creed 
Of covetousness. 

_Every coloured human animal about 
him that is able to do any thing, has to 
be on the alert on common o¢casions, but 


in @ more than ordinary hurry of busi- 








ness, they are run both day and night, 
wet and dry,—living’ on the scanty al- 
lowance of a peck of corn a week to each 
working hand, or some other pittance of 
like magnitude, of the most unsavory 
kind,—frequeatly half naked, and often 
the few rags that do hang on them, have 
originally been made of the coarsest ma- 
terials; and instead of having a sufficien- 
cy to screen them from the eold, have not 
enough to hide their nakedness; but fe- 
males, grown to the years of puberty, 
have the parts exposed to public view, 
at which the slightest modesty should 
raise the crimson blush! Ye mistress- 
es and misses! all yclad from head te 
feet, and think yourselves secure; think, 
that the charms of female slaves, by your 
own fault expos’d to public view, as in 3 
glass, you thus expose your own!!! 
Whilst these half starved, half naked 
beings are driven to excess, the delicae 
cies, and fineries, which are the sole ear- 
nings of the slaves, are consumed by the 
white family, who live in idleness and 
prodigality. When Gripus was expostu- 
lated with for the manner in which he 
treated his slaves, his answer was, that 
he thought there should always be kept 
upa wide distinction between superiors 
and inferiors,—that slaves were buta 
small grade above the brute creation, and 
that the coarsest food, if they had a suf- 
ficiency of it to support nature, was suit- 
able enough for them; and as to clothing, 
if they got the roughest kind that could 
be made, it was generally the most dura- 
ble; and was as good as could be afford- 
ed, and if not enough to keep them warm, 
let them warm themselves at work. As 
to his own children, he said that he wish- 
ed to raise them genteely; in which case, 
it was necessary that they shou Id be ac- 
customed to high living, and splendid 
fashionable apparel, that rae might feel 
their dignity, and a mien of superiority 
over, not slaves only, but over the whites 
who were in lower situations in life than 
himself; this he said would give them an 
air of importance, and qualify them to 





rank with the highest order of fashiona- 


ble gentleman and ladies! | 
Notwithstanding his aspiring mind, 
and his hard heartedness to slaves, Gri- 
pus is very zealous in what he calls reli« 
gion, or in the exercise of his devotional 
performances; and as he takes certain 
FH cqarey and feelings” of mind for evi- 
ence of hishaving religion, he has re- 
course to every stratagem calculated to 
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excite them; and so by using various| comfortable subsistence, and of free a- 
methods of incitement, he seldom fails| gency in every respect whatever, but has. 
in finding a combustibie, qualified for{ rendered them as poor, ignorant, and as 
kindling in his imagination that fanci-| miserable as human beings that are able 
ful fire, with which he waims his devo-|to walk, can well be on earth; that he, 
tions, and on which he rests his hopes of and his family may riot in the pleasures 
heaven. Gripus considers the injunc-|of pomp and luxury through life in this 
tions, to do as we would be done by—to, world, and then, hope (without a founda- 
love our neighbour as ourselves,—to help| tion) to enjoy the pleasures of the celes- 
the needy, &c. to belong to the “cove-| tial Paradise in the world to come! 

nant of works,” or that they have some! Justice is an attribute of Jehovah; what 
other meaning, than what is generally at- | conceptions men have of the deity, I can- 
tached to them— Faith, he says is all that/not coapecture, who suppose that reli- 
is required in the gospel day, and as he; gion, and the smallest degree of wilful 
knows he has religion, he knows that he! injustice can be reconciled together,— 





7 etre 












has faith, and that is sufficient for him. 
When Gripus reads such scriptures as 
these: lay not up for yourselves treasures | 
on earth—it isimpossible for a rich man to 
enter into the kingdom of heaven—where 
your treasure is, there will your heart be 
also;—ye cannot serve God and mam- 
mon—they that will be rich, fall into 
temptation, and a snare, and into many 
foolish and hurtful lusts which drown 
men in destruction and perdition—hav- 
ing food and raiment, therewith be con- 
tent—thou shalt not oppress—break e- 
very yoke, and let the oppressed go free, 
with others to the like amount, he either 
passes over them without noticing their 
sacred import, or puts them out of his 
mind as quick as possible, as they are 
contrary to his plans and opinions. In 
all Gripus’ pretentions to religion, he has 
no notions of holiness, or bearing the 
fruits of moral rectitude—justice, mer- 
ey, & a faith that is productive of works 





ef righteousness, which flow from a di- 
vine principle implanted in the soul by 


when there is not an attribute of the Ged- 
head that can sanction such a thought; 
or how they can believe that slavery is 
compatible with the purities of the Gos- 
pel holiness! ‘That men should. estab- 
lish their happiness in this world on the 
unhappiness or misery of others, ts cer- 
tainly an act of injustice of the greatest 
magnitude, and yet, no dout, it is in ope- 
ration ia many millions of cases; but 
when men who profess the christian re- 
ligion act thus, and yet suppose they are 
justifiable in so doing, and that God will 
eternally happify them in heaven, be- 
cause, in comiaon with devils, they be- 
lieve there is a God, and a mediater be- 
twixt God and man, Christ Jesus, it 
proves to me that they believe in a God, 
void of justice and holiness, and altoge- 
ther like themselves?, 

When men increase their worldly plea- 
sures or happiness by extortion or grind- 
ing the faces of the poor, and thus ren- 
der them less happy than they would 
have been in a scale of equity, itis an 


the operation of the holy spirit, but his /act of injustice evidently condemned by 


sole object is happiness, in ali his aspi-| 
rations, both after the treasures of this. 
world, and the glories of that which is to 
come. 

Gripus is a perfect monopolist: for in 
all his anxieties for obtaining the ay 378 
ness of heaven for himself, he has left 
his slaves quite out of the account, and 


has entirely withheld from them every gr 


the law of heaven,—when they rob their 
fellow men of their heaven endowed rights 
of freedom, or withhold it from them 
when so robbed by others, and of conse- 
quence, a whole life time’s enjoyment of 
such a state; even if they treat them ina 
way that slave holders call good usage, 
it is a crime, or act of injustice of a much 
eater magnitude than others—This is 


means of obtaining spiritual instruction ‘their all; but to deprive them of the above 


by reading the scriptures, as he has kept 
them from the knowledge of letters; so 
that for any thing that he has done for 
them, they may perish in their ignorance. 
And as it respects the happiness or plea- 


rights, and then make them miserable all 
their days by hard labour and personal 
abuses, as it is the case with manythou- 
sands in our christian professing country 
is not only an act of injustice, but an out- 





sures of this world, at which he aims, he 
has not only deprived them of freedom— 


rage on humanity that ts descrip- 
tion! If slavery was practised by those 





the opportunity of gaining spiritual|only, who make no pretentions to reli- 
knowledge by reading—the acquiring a|gion, it might be ranked with other enor- 
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mities, at which many of the perpetrators 
are too much hardened to blush; yet la- 
mentable to think, many men who are 
in the highest standing in the christian 
profession, to whom many others are 
looking up for example and precept, are 
not only practisers of that crying sin, 
but labour to justify the deed upon the 
principles of the just, righteous, and holy 
Gosvel of the Redeemer! There are, no 
doubt, many pious and holy men and wo- 
men among all denominations of profess- 
ing christians, that are utterly opposed 
to slavery, as well as to every other act 
ef injustice; how such can hold in chris 
tian fellowship, those who five on the 
gain of oppression, in ever so smalla de 
ree, [am at a loss to conceive; or how 
hey can knowingly unite with such in 
those acts of christian communion, which 
are generally esteemed the most sacred, 
and not be chargeable with inconsisten- 
cy, is beyond my reach of thought! 

W ould it not be well for the truly pi- 
ous of all denominations, to lift up their 
united voiee against the crimson colour- 
ed crime, and exert themselves to expe! 
from the professing general church, the 
hydras which infest it? 

There is a large family connexion of 
the Gripus’; some of them are slave 
holders, and some are entirely opposed 
to the practice: some of them are great 
professors of religion amongst all denomi- 
nations, and some make no profession of 
any religion at all; but however they may 
be divided in sentiment in other respects, 
they all appear to be u ited in using e- 
very exertion to gain as much as possi 
ble of the wealth of this world, 

Those of them who have made a pro- 
fession of religion, have, perhaps, done 
more injury to the christian character, 
than any other class of professors, by be- 


traying the sacred cause of christianity 


to the insult of infidels through their at- 
tachments to mammon; as well as by 
Spreading a contagious example before 


_ others, which never fails contaminating 


by its influence; for the lust of gain is a 
pitfal’ that leads to perdition, covered 
over with plausible legality, and into 
which many thousands of unwary deings 
IRENEUS, 


IRENEUS TO SOPHRONTIA. 
NO, X, August, 1822. 
Dear 8:—The various scenes of human 
domination, and human subjection which 





eurround me, have thrown my mind into}ehri 








a kind of desultory reflecting on the in- 
consistencies of many, who blend religion 
with moral turpitude,& have reduced toa 
sort of system, an assemblage of virtues 
and vices, unknown to religion in its 
pristine purity,and which will be swept 
from its sacred altars, and buried in eter- 
nal oblivion, in its final restoration. 

I have (through the medium of history 
seen men, who were, by the laws of na- 
ture, and of nature’s God, entitled to 
equal citizenship in the world with the 
rest of their species, for the want of phy- 
sical strength to resist, quietly —— 
ing their native freedom, their souls, 
dies, wills, and every other attribute be- 
longing to a rational creature; to the will 
and whole disposal of others of their 
own kind, who were in no respect supe- 
rior to themselves; nor were entitled to 
any other dominion than what power, ob- 
tained by a violation of justice, had in- 
vested them with.—I have seen these vic- 
tims of avarice and domination—these 
beings, who were created in the image 
of God, mutilated, and their bodies and 
limbs marked with a thousand wounds, 
which had been opened with the tortur- 
ing whip of their common brothers, nor 
dare they complain, or say, wherefore do 
ye thus!—I have seen the blood stream 
from the deep incission till it met the 
ground, which drank in the purple fluid, 
and laid it up in her bosom, until that 
tremendous day when she shall reveal to 
her maker the blood of her mangled chil- 
dren, and disclose the dead, which have 
been long hid in ber bowels!—I have seen 
men, who were made but a little lower 
than the angels, by being confined in the 
gloomy caverns of bondage, reduced in 
intellects, near to the level of the brute 
creation; and that mind, which in its 
formation was endowed by its divine ar- 
chitect with a capacity to range the fields 
of the boundless universe, & measure the 
revolving spheres; and from the stupen- 
dous works of nature, to furnish mate- 
rials for exalting the devotion of an ex- 
panded soul to its AlmightyCreator, with- 
held by-tyrants from those heavenly as- 
pirations:—I have seen man, usurping 
unwarrantable dominion over his com- 
peer,—subjecting him and his offspring 
to endless evils and degradation!— 
The Nearer HKepublican—the profes- 
sed Christian, laying aside the bepig- 
nant spirit of the true republican, and 
the lamb-like disposition of the genuine 
istiap, and assuming all the ferocity 
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ef the ruthless Tiger, bred in the torrid frica, who by you and others, are held in 
regions of the burning Equator, preying ' degrading vassalage; and then, to be con- 
upon the vitals of his own species, and sistent, plead the cause of your oppres- 
virteally, drinking their blood, which sors, with the same energy, with which 
flows in a thousand purple streams! you plead your own, (if you can) and pro- 

[have seen the yawing jaws of the claim to all around you, that they are do- 
murky dungeon of slavery in its ghastly ing to you, as they would that you should 
form; and have heard the groans of the|do them! You revolt at the horrid idea, 
victims of avarice and captivity, from a-|and flee affrighted from the stygian vor- 
mongst the hoarse and hollow sounds of tex; and in your minds, yield yoerselves 
the gorgon voice of tyranny, whose notes martyrs in the cause of freedom, rather 
discordant, peal on peal, dart terror to than endure what you inflict upon thou- 
the trembling captive! ‘sands of your fellow men!—No ye slave- 

In the land of America—in the far ‘holding votaries of religion, and promul- 
famed-tand of Freelom;—in the land of gers of its erecepts! there is not one of 
political liberty, and of the religion of the you, perhaps, that would not choose 
immaculate redeemer, almost universal-|strangling, rather than life, before you 
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ly professed in its most sublime degree, 
i have seen the galling chains of uncon. 
ditional s/avery around the necks of a 


would change places with your own 
slaves! And yet you impose upon your 
brethren, that, which you had rather suf- 


million of the captive sons and d sughters | fer death, than to endure yourselves!—is 


of injured Atrica, fast riveted by the pro- 
fessed disciples of the holy Jesus, who 





this doing as you would be done unto?— 
No Liberty—Freedom, is the heaven en- 


nee + re eee 


a 


with Tiger grip, hold firm thetr trem>- | dowed rigit of all; and there is not a ra- 
ling prey; and yet, with impious paws, | tional being on earth but feels the sacred 
would handle holy things, and claim a title, whether he enjoys it or not, for the 
title to the joys on high!--Contradiction knowledge of it is interwoven with his 
most profound, and insult high, to every | nature, and is coeval with his existance. 
attribute of God! | Freedom! thou gift of the skies——thox 

Shatl justice ferever bleed in the lant birthright of man! Thou exhilerating 
of professed freedoam—shall Tyranny | sound in the ears of the children of cap- 
never cease in republican America? —r | tivity:—more delightful than the dulcet 
shall the votaries of the religion of the | music ef the harp of Orpheus, or the me- 
spotless redeemer, never break the blood |lody of a thousand stringed instrument; 
stained yoke which they have fastened |—Like harts on the spicy mountains of 
round the neck of acaptive brother? =| Arabia, they leap in transports of plea- 

Remember, ye that hold yaur own flesh | sure, and exult with extacy at thedawn- 
and blood in bondage—ye, who are lavish ing prospect of their mew creation;— 
of the toil and misery of your fellow mor- hailing with enthusiastic devotion, that 
tals to add to your wealth and comforts heaven born inheritance, which had beer 
in life; and who make merchandise of !ost from their birth! . 
them and their offspring—remember, that’ From the gloomy dungeon and iron 
Him whom ye pretend to serve, hath cage of bondage set free, they hasten to 
said: “with what measure ye mete, it shall leave the pestiferious damps of the breath 
be measured to you again.’ These are of despotism, to inhale the salubrious fra- 
the words of eternal trath, and if they grance of Liberty, and drink of the pear- 
should be literally accomplished on you ly streams of social life, which flow in 
or your offspring as a just reaction, your gentle rills along the verdant banks of 
notes with respect to slavery, would then equality, decorated with the evergreens. 
be sounded on a different string from jand flowrets of native conteniment!— 
what they are now! Realize by antici-/Such are the charms ot freedom to mor- 
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pation, ye votaries of absolute power, the 
solemn sentence of Him that cannotlie, 
and place yourselves, or your progeny, or 
both, in the situation in which you justi- 
fy yourselves in holding others, and 
mA with precision the  similarit 
the varied sufferings and privations which 





of ; 


tal man. 

O yesons and daughters of the-sires 
of American Independence! to many of 
them, freedom was the price of blood— 
nay, to you it is derived through the 
blood of your predeceesors,—they yield- 
ed their lives to purchase liberty for their 


ou shall then endure, to those which you| offspring!—and will-yeu revel on the sa- 
Aanflict on the sons and daughters A-| cred boon, and lavish misery and bendage 
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on others, who are as fully entitled by 
nature to freedom, as yourselves, and 
thus forfeit your title to that, for which 
your predecessors paid so dear! 

Impart to each his due, and thus avert 
the impending storm, which, I fear, is 
gathering in thick columns, to burst in 
heavy vengeance upon our greatly en- 
lightened, and hitherto highly favoured 
nation!!! | 

These have been some of the rumina- 
tions of my mind on the subjects which 
have attracted my attention, and which 
have exercised the thoughts of an absent 
brother. [RENEUS. 

ADDRESS 
Of the Presipenr oF ruz Convenrioy 
to the Members of the Bethsada 

Branch of the Manumission Society. 
Pe.ttow Lapovurers, IN THE CAUSE 

or Surrerinc Humaniry:— 

Thereby take the liberty to address 
you, in your collective capacity, & having 
a desire for the advancemant of the great 
cause of justice, [ think it a duty incum- 
bent on me, to endeavor to stir up, and 
encourage you tv a steady pecsereranan 

’ 


umission society, to be encouraged. and. 
plead the cause of the African race, bold- 
ly & pradently, inviting your surround. 
ing neighbors, to join you in promoting 
the benevolent work that you have em- 
barked in. From the flattering change 
that appearsto be made in the public 
mind, (I believe through the instrumen- 
tality of the Manumisston Society,) there 
is cause of great encouragement for us 
individually to press forward with firm- 
ness—though it is very sorrowful that 
there are somany people and some of 
them members of the several religious 
societies, divers of whom hold hizh and 
eminent stations therein, and all of them 
acknowledge slavery to be an evil, & 
gross sin, of the deepest die; yet many 
of them will net so mach as move one of 
their fingers to promote the work of e- 
mancipation.—But instead thereof, dis- 
courage and hinder the progress of it by 
frequeatly stating the evil consequences 
that (as they say) will attend the people 
ifthey were todo right, and set the Af- 
ricans free.—~ Thereby (as above) discour- 
aging many from moving forward in this 
the best of causes with the proper ener- 








in the benevolent work you have embark- 


gy.— They also hinder many people from 


ed in, I trust as human agents, which is|joining with us, that otherwise would 


nothing less than pleading the cause, and 
equal right of the poor injured, and op- 


have been advocates of humanity; and 
what is more lamentable, tho ugh true, 





pressed decendants of Africa, that are 
in our land; and when you in that case| 
shall have done all in your power, you 
will have only fulfilled the golden rule 
of doing as you would wish to be done to, 
if you were in a similar condition; for 
they, in their present situation, (though 
said to be under a free republican 
government,) cannot plead their own 





eause, because they are bound down, 
dumb, or gagged asit were ina state| 
of slavery; to which they were) 
reduced by stratagem, fraud and, 
force, by avaricous despots, who hold 
them& their offspring in cruel &perpetu- 
al bondage; and many, (or all) who are 
thus detaining these victims of human 
depravity in wretched servitude, against 
light and knowledge, knowing it to be 
wrong, and an atrocious sin, yet will 
rsist in it to their last breath, and then 
eave or bequeath those helpless captives 
by will or otherwise, to their heirs (or 
offspring) to drag out, if possible, another 
lifetime of degradation and contempt, in 





enemies of their soul’s peace. I desire 


many of the members of this humane in- 
stitution, which you have enlisted in, 
have been drawn off & discouraged from 
their benevolent intentions, by the de- 
lusive notions of the above class of reli- 
gious professing bigots, who with a seem- 
ing sympathetic tone, and no doubt, but 
some of them with avarice at their heart, 
will persuade them that if they continue 
to advocate the rights of suffering hu- 
manity,it probably may cost them a small 
pitance annually, and they will likely 


oifend some sentimental slaveholders and 
their accomplices; and worst of all they 


will be in danger of losing their hold of 


religion; notwithstanding the cause is just, 
it will be better to let the negroes con- 
tinue in slavery, and the 
evil of it than for them to meddle with it 
now:—Qc in words to this effect-—My 
opinion is, that the class of professing 
zealots here alluded to, are the greatest 
& best instrumets that the old demoo of 
oppression has in our country to perpe- 


people in the 


tuate slavery, We read in the scrip- 


the service of the young tyrants, se of trath, of a wo againt a class of 


each of yon who are members of the man- 


human beings, who. were charged of not 


entering into the kingdom of heaven 
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themselves, nor would they suffer those 
who were willing to enter in.—lI, for one, 
think there are many men at this time 
in outNand, who will not do good them- 
selves, and would fain hinder such as are 
willing from doing so, especially when 
the benevolent act of pleading the cause 
of Afric’s sable sons and daughters that 
are among us, comes into question. 1 
think this grade of professors of our day, 
are nearly like those of old times, and 
without a change may meet a similar wo. 
T earnestly entreat each of vou not to 
e¢ome within this class by example, for 
I concieve them to be the strongest and 
worst opposers in the land to Emancipa- 
tion.—In Luke, 10th chapter, we read of 
aman that fell among thieves, who strip- 
ed him of his raithent, aud wounded him, 
leaving him helpless; there passed by 
him a priest, then a Levite; these were 
men in high stations in society ton: they 
took no care of him.—There came after 
them a Samaritan, who had compassion 


on him, bound ap his wounds, poured in| 


oil and wine, set him on his own beast, 
took care of him, and finally was imput- 
ed to be a neighbor to him,—please read 
the text, there are very many of the same 
like spirited people in our land, at this 
day, as the said Priest and Levite were, 
and some of whom are high professoss of 
religion.—They will and do pass by the 
negroes who are helpless, and robbed of 
all the right they were endowed with by 
their creator, besides their raiment. A. 

ain [ entreat each of you not to come 
In with this priest like class of human 
beings, by example—for we are all en- 
dowed with more or less influence, and 
are accountable for it, to the author of 
our existence, Now, as you, [I trust, 
from pure motives have enlisted to help 
to promote and bring about one of the 
best of causes, let none delude, persuade, 
nor in any way discourage any of you 
from persevering in promoting the great 
object of justice, with christian candour 
and fortitude, and then you would be con- 
tinually willing todo as you would wish 
to be done by, if you were in the situa- 
tion of the decendants of Africa that are 
among us. Consider the republican 
form of our government, that this great 
evil, stavery, can be removed from our 
country only by the people; our grand 
object is to gain the mind of the people; 
let each one of us use his influence with 
his neighbors, and others, as far as prac- 
ticable by mild, candid, firm and abso- 


guard too against frequent changes, or 


, 


lute reasoning, in order to convince them 
‘of the injustice of continuing the sin of 
oppression in our land of boasted liberty 
and equal rights. 

[t is with the people yet, to set the 
slaves free, or not. [t will be ill with us 
if we hold to them till freed by judgment. 
We have, [ think, great encouragement 
to pursue the plan heretofore adopted, 
tor, from the report of the committee on 
our petitions in the last Assembly, if is 
by far the best and most favorable report 
that ever was made tn our State Legis- 
lature on the su'ject. Bui that body 
cannot, with propriety, dv much more 
without the consent of the people. A 
few days since, | was informed by let- 
ter from our representative, (John Rhea} 
in Congress, that, the memorial of our 
last convention, had come before that bo- 
dv, wiich was tiken notice of, and re- 
ferred to a committee to report thereon; 
it was not then known what would be the 
|report. 

L wish us all to be stimulated to use 
more industry than heretofore made, in 
procuring signers to the petitions pray- 
ing for the gradual abolition of slavery, 
in order to lay before our State Legisla- 

|ture.—ncourage one another to strictly 
attend your meetings, and invite all your 
moral neighbors, as tar as practicable, te 
meet with you. We would by such 
measnres, likely draw in many more 
meinbers. [have strong desirés for the 
growth and advancement of the 
Manumission Society;—in its cause of 
justice, Lagain warmly solicit each of 
you as fellow labourers to persevere with 
firmness and gentle entreaties with your 
neighbors and others—move on in the 
creat work with patience, accompanied 
with christian fortitude. I repeat ita- 
gain, be patient, though press forward 
with boldness, for the cause is just. Be 
firm, candid, and flinch not; but let each 
of us who have enrolled our names in 
this the best of causes, by our example, 
as far as practicable, convince the world 
that we are real advocates of justice.— 
Be industrious and fear not, Sat endea- 
vor to gain your neighbors, and others 0- 
ver to you, by solid, candid, though gen- 
tle entreaties; if we do not catch them 
‘on the first or second trial we may the 
third, and be ready when convinced to 
take their names to the petition above 
alluded to. I desire that each of us may 

ard against an impatient disposition; 

















~~ 


A RE EO ee 


wae. oe 


an eee ‘ 


a 





9° GEIUS OP VIVERSAL EMANCIPATION. 








Fiat Justitia Ruat Calum. 





etting zealous, orbeing carried off with} At a constitutional meeting of the 
wild, enthusiastic notions of carrying on |Bethsada branch of the Manumission So- 
works, ‘There have two branches of \ciety of Tennessee, on the 11th Ma 
this society fallen off by an impatient} 1822, the foregoing Address from. the 
zealin smatl matters, wishing changes! President of the Convention was read, 
inconsistant with the real principle of! and heard with pleasure by the members. 
the institution. I think itis as hard and} From a sense of the justness of the cause 
as dangerous a death to die with a wild, | therein pleaded, and the seasonableness 
impatient, fanatic idea, as to get intoajof the encouragements, and well timed 
state of lukewarmness and die with in-| warnings against going to extremes, the 
dolenceand indifference. The proper dangerous rock upon which bundreds 
business of the Manumission Society, & have split, the thanks of the meeting was 
each of its members, is, to use the wisest | unanimously voted to the President for 
measures to get signers to the petitions, | said address. It is considered that it 
praying for the gradual abolition of not only breaths the spirit of the philan- 
slavery.—Attend zealously to this, for | thropist, but also of the Christian, which 
by this means the minds of the people are )are seldom, probably never separate from 
to be presented before our state legisla-| the mind of him who is possessed of the 
ture. Bear in mind, under the existing | fine and tender feelings of sympathy for 
interest and prejudices of the communi-|the woes and miseries of his fellow crea- 
ty in general, the abolition of slavery is| tures. 
not the work of a day, ora year—no,nor} On motion, it was also unanimously 
perhaps of a life time.—But it is good | resolved, that the address, together with 
to be zealously affected always ina good | the vote of thanks, as aforesaid, be sent 
thing.” You my fellow laborers be true! to the editor of the Genius of Universal 
and firm to your cause, and look not back,| Emancipation, with a request that the 
for there is no encouragement for those|same may be published in his paper. 
who put their hand tothe plough and look} By order of the Meeting. 





back. Be not too timid, but each of you DAVID KERR, Pres’t. 
according to your capacity boldly plead; GEORGE WELLS, Clerk. 

the cause of the eppressed Africans that — 

are in our land; and I earnestly intreat HAYTi. 


each of you my friends in the cause of; Accounts frem Hayti inform us that 
injured humanity, that you particularly | something of a disturbance lately occur- 
attend to the object of your humane in-| red at Portau Prince. it appears that 
stitution, and not in the least, neglect it,|a person of the name of Darfour, who, 
or to aid or assist any other benevolent] it was supposed was one of the partizans 
Jnstitution—but wish success to them all, adhering to the system introduced by 
for there is danger of dwindling away by| Christophe, presented a paper, in the 
mixing as experience has fully proved,in| form of a petition to the Chamber of 
several sections of the Union. Idohigh-| Representatives, which preduced a high 
ly recommend to you the practice of the| degree of irritation among the peeple, 
members frequently corresponding with| insomuch that he, as well as several of 
each other on the subject of the institu-| his accomplices, were immediately ar- 
tion by way of letter, much good would| rested. Subsequently, we also learn 
no doubt, arise from it. In future elec-| that they were put upon trial, the first 
tions for voting for members of Congress | condemned to be executed, and the oth- 
and our state legislature, dnd for gover-|ers banished. Some of our patriotic re- 
nor, endeavour to give each your suffrage | publican advocates of slavery have taken 
to men who are at least, friendly to a} hold of this circumstance, and have un- 
gradual emancipation; for sentimental |dertaken to prove from it that the gov- 
slaveholders, or despots, are danger-|ernment of Hayti is of the most despotic 
ous rulers, in my opinion, and ought to|kind. ‘They are extremely anxious to 
be strictly guarded against. Endeavor|establish the opinion that black people 


to be instrumental in setting up new|are inferior to the whites, in order that 


branches of the society in the adjacent|they may trample upon their rights 
neighborhoods. with impunity. But altho’ in the case 
From your friend and well wisher in| before us, the people of Hayti may have 
the cause of suffering humanity, &c. | acted too precipitately, numerous instan- 
JAMES JONES, ! ces may be cited which will shew that 
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like summary mode of. preceeding is 
deemed justifiable by many in our own 
‘ country, when people of color are found 
guilty of planning or executing offences 
of a criminalnature.-Of course the reason- 


ing of these gentry will go no further | 
than to prove that the principles of free} 


government are not yet completely up- 
derstood by the Haytians, and that they, 
themselves, are extremely prejudiced a- 
gainst them. But maugre all the slang 
of these would be wise ones, Hayti is 
destined to become a powerful nation.| 
The principles of liberty will soon be as 
well understood there as here. And per- 
haps it will yet be a second Canaan for 
the oppressed of this land of Freedom. 
The following extract from an Oration 
delivered at the last anniversary of. the 








declaration of independence of the Uni- 
ted States, gives an interesting view of 
the Haytian people, and is well worthy 
of an attentive perusal. 


E-xrtract from an oration, delivered on 
the 4th of July, 1822, by O. L. Holly Esq. 
“I cannot omit to mention the inde- 
pendent republic of Hayti. In the isl- 
and of St. Domingo, my fellow citizens, 
a political phenomenon has been exhibit- 
ed, unexampled in the annals of human 
society. ‘The descendants and survi- 
vors of those unhappy creatures, who 
were compelled by fraud and violence, | 
to pass from the liberty of innocent, 
though unenlightened and barren barba- 
rism, through the horrors of the Middle 
Passage, to galling and uncompensated 
bondage, have been enabled, by God’s 
good providence, to throw off their fet- 
ters, and rise from the ignominy of their 
thraldom, to the dignity and hopes of 
personal freedom and political indepen- 
dence. 
oe v7 ¢ @ @ ¢ If considers 
without prejudice, no revolution fur- 
nishes so much matter to arrest attention, 
and compel men to pause and ponder, as 
that of St. Domingo; and by none has 
the vigor of human nature—paradoxical 
as it may sound—been so strikingly ex- 
emplified. Ignerant, and consequently 
degraded, as the majority of slaves in 
that island were; without any aid from 
experience, and destitute of the multi- 
plied resources of a cultivated state of 
society; but writhing under cruelty, and 
dimly discerning the reason why they 








might lawfully rise against oppression; 
‘by the mere force of simple but energetic 





bent load of servitude; they started 


from bondage, and standing elate upon © 


the high places of freedom, they shook 
their broken chains, astonished at them- 
selves, and filling the world with won- 
der. Notwithstanding the disadvarta- 
ges of their condition, and the obstacles 
thrown in their way by the jealoug 
pride of other nations, they have con- 
firmed their sovereignty. They have 
cultivated successfully the arts of peace, 
as well as of war; commerce has pros- 
pered with them; and they have already 
done much towards providing for their 
own education and moral advancement. 
Their early annals will transmit to pos- 
terity, the names of some men, of as epn- 
ergetic genius, constancy, and hardi- 
hood, as have aided in the original es- 
tablishment of any nation whatever: and 
the name of one shall be perpetuated, in 
whom the old heroic character was at 
least as beautitally rai “eg as in 
any of his cotemporaries: The Spartan 
Leonidas displayed not a more unhesita- 
ting valor—the Roman Regulus bore not 
a soul of loftier honor. French duplicity 
betrayed him into prison and meanly 
left him to an inglorious death; but the 
people whom he delivered, with the gen- 
erous every where, will cherish his 
memory, and the green hills of St. Do- 
mingo will ring forever with the praises 
of Touissant L’Overture.” 


The following is now in cireulation for 





signatures. It shews that some are wil- 


ling to act upon the principles of justice, 


TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
OF THE STATE OF OHIO. 

The Petition of the undersigned, Citi- 
zens of Ohio, respectfully sheweth— 
That your petitioners humbly con- 
ceive slavery not only repugnant to 
justice and sound policy,but a ot 
violation of Christianity: one of the 
greatest moral and national evils that 
ever did or ever can prevail among in- 
tellectual beings: a source of the most 
unfeeling oppression, the most absolute 
tyranny, and the most abject degrada- 
tion and misery, that ever subverted 
the privileges of men. Your petition- 
ers moreover believe it to be an unques- 
tionable truth; that the primary object of 
all government or laws is, to protect the 
meritorious, to administer justice equal- 
ly to all, to the rich, to the poor, and to 
e stranger who may sojoarn in the 


human nature, they threw off the incym-|land. Butdenying black and mulatto 
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persons’ testimony against traud and | ly sober in their habits; and also that 
kidnapping, is opening a wide door for the want of Christian marriages would 
the introduction of these nefarious prac- enable them to separate the father from 
tices, by presenting to the giddy and the mother of his children: without any 
avaricious the alluring prospect of gain, |injary to their religious principles. . He 
almost without the hazard of detection |assured the house that the most odious 
by law. ‘Thus, while we proclaim to the, practice was carried on in some of the 
world our abhorrence of slavery, and (COLONIES. He hoped that means would 
preach down its naked deformity, we | be taken to prevent it in future. It hac 
are withholding our protection from free |been said that Hottentots had always 
persons of colour, not for any crime of been incapable of civilization; but the 
theirs, but because found “guilty of a\house could not but be aware that man, 
skin not coloured like our own.” Your ence stamped witn the signet of a bene- 
petitioners rejoice thata number of the |ficent Creator, was always capable of 
states of thisrising republic, have al-jfeeling. Mean as the Mottentots had 
ready granted this object of our solicit- been accounted, even as the meanest of 





ude; and, instead of realizing evils to) 
themselves, have conferred invaluable 
privileges upon this longand much de- 
graded race But we are constrained 
cleeply to regret that our beloved state 


remains on the back ground relative to the} 


interesting, humane, and Christian duty 
of boldly sustaining the cause of injured 
humanity, and the rights of man. Your 
petitioners therefore feel themselves 
beund in the spirit of philanthropy, most 
earnestly, but respectfully, to call upon 
you for the repeal of the fourth section 
of the act amendatory of the act regu- 
lating black and mulatto persons, by 


the human race, Mr. Barrow, in his intel- 
ligent work on the Cape of Good Hope, 
had given proofs of their capability of 
feelingasmen. Sir, J. Craig, too had, 
in defiance of prejudices and sarcasm, 
proved that they could be rendered good 
|members of society,and had formed some 
of them into a regiment. 

Mr. W. Smith, also regretted that the 
Hottentots had been in effect reduced 
‘to the condition of slaves by the artifice 
‘of those who employed them; these farm- 
ers supplied them with necessaries and 
other articles, until they got them into 
their debt, and then brought them before 














which itis enacted, “that no black or/a magistrate, when having sworn to the 
mulatto person shall hereafter be per-|debt (no doubt exorbitant) the unhappy 
‘mitted to be sworn, or give evidence in! Hottentot being in most cases unable te 
eny court of record, or elsewhere, in this) pay, was handed overto this master, to 





state, in any case depending, or matter 

ef controversy, where either party to the 

same is a white person, or in any prose- 

cution which shall beinstituted in behalf 

of the state against any white person.” 
SLAVERY: 

Ina debate in the English House of 
Commons on the 25th of July, on the 
subject of the Slave Trade at the Cape of 
Good Hope, Mr. Wilberforce begged the 
attention of the Houseto an extraordi- 
nary circumstance. Would it be belie- 
ved, (said the hon. gentleman,) that while 
his cotrtry fiSored go mach to propa- 
qeiethe doctrine of Christianity, there 





work himself out of debt, which in effect 
condemned him to slavery, although ne 
more a slave than any member of that 
house, and placed his liberty in the hands 
of an arbitrary and rapacious master.— 
He (Mr.S.) had the highest respect for 
the right of property in all cases except 
one, namely—an unqualified property 
existingin one priviledged individual, 
tothelabour and person of: his fellow 
creature. 


The Slave Trade.—What with the pi- 
rates, and what with the slave trade, the 
island of Cuba seems to be in a ver 
hopeful & thriving way. The “Constitu- 


- .* o« . . 
were men whobad been born Britons, &/tienal riage’, F published at Havanna on 
Sep 


who boasted of their birth, who tuok pains 
to educate their slaves in the principles 
of Mahometanismr Yet there were col- 
onists who did so, and they assigned in 
. their justification the most extraordinary 
reasons, that the slaves, being by the 
principles of Moslemism prevented from 
drinking wine, would become thorough- 


the 13th o tember, informs us, that 
the French Schooner, Maria, Capt. N. 
Huyot, of seventy-five tons, direct from 
Africa, had arrived at that port with one 
hundred and seventy-six negroes of both 


sexes. ‘The Captain stated, that he was 





bound for Martinique, but constrained 
to putinto Havanna, in consequence ef 
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his having been chased out of his prop- 
er route by an insurgent privateer. 

We are constantly talking about the 
execrable cruelties of the Turks, their 
butcheries of Christians, and their attro- 
cities in sending men, women and chil- 
dren into slavery. We feel indignant 
at the conduct of those European pow- 
ers who have abandoned the unfortunate 
Greeks to their fate. Yet how little do 
we seem to care for those sons of Alvica, | 
who are wantonly stript of their natural} 
rights, flogged, and sold in open day, like 
brute beasts; not because they have done 
any thing to justify this barbarous treat- 
ment, but because the cunning and ava- 
rice of white men have made them a prey 
to their cupidity—The followers of the 
prophet have something like the shadow 
of a plea, in their religious prejudices, 
for the cruelties which they exercise. 
But the Christian dealer in human flesh 
has nothing to urge in his behalf but his 
unbounded thirst for gold, which he is 
willing to obtain at the sacrifice of every 
correet principle, and of every noble 
feeling ot humanity. 

With regard to the island of Cuba, we 
should say, that the existence of such a 
den of pirates and slave drivers is a dis- 
grace, if not an insult to every civilized, 
government; and if the European powers 
are soinsensible to their ewn interests 
as to wink at the practices carried on 
there,no good reason can be assigned 
why prompt and effectual measures 
should not be taken by eur government 
to exterminate the common enemies of 
mankind. It has been seen that not- 
withstanding the captures made by our 
ships of war, these freebooters are as 
numerous and as daring asever, and so 
eompletely do they swarm on the coasts 
of Cuba, that it is not safe for any of our 
trading vessels to show themselves on 
those seas. Nothing we apprehend, 
will remedy the mischief but the occupa- 
tion of the island by a body of troops 
sufficiently strong to anihilate the rob- 
bers.—The government of Cuba is either 
unable or unwilling to take steps to ac- 
eomplish this.—Spain, therefore, could 
not find fault with us for rooting up what 
she acknowledges to be an evil that she 





eannot cure. The moment the business 
was effected, our treops could be with- 
drawn.—NV. Fork Com. Adv. 


[4 tragical scene will ere long be wit- 
nessed in the West Indies—The cup of | 
tnigity ts nearly full.) 
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Americans, plead for the rights of mankinhe- 
Of the bond-man ag weil as the free: 
Unrivet the fetters of body and mind, 
'Neath the shade of your Liberty Tree. 
2k AA TS RG tM" earomnbsaes: 
The following is copied from the “.f- 
merican Friend,” avalauble paper pub- 
lished in Mariefta Ohio.—TPhe author i 
said to be quite a youth. 
SLAVERY. 
Shall man forever prove the scourge of 
man? 
And a aaeet the Great Creator’s 
an 
Who, when he first bade nature spring 
from night, 
Cloth’d yon brightsun in robes of daz- 
ziing light, 
Balanc’d the earth upon his firm decree, 
Bade all be equal, all alikebe free. 
Then why despise the tincture of the skin, 
Since all mankind are formed alike with- 
in; 
One general life pervades each human 
frame, 
All passions similar, all souls the same ; 
The darkest tenant of Angola’s plains, 
Feels the same current beating in his 
veins, 
As that which warms the fairest forms 
that shine, 
Where beauty, wealth and honour, all 
combine: 
The 2 affections warm his heart ne 
ess, 
The same joys heighten, the same fears 
depress. 
Yet crue! man so impotent, but vain, 
Binds his own fellow in oppression’s 











chain. 

*Tis cruel sure the limbs in chains te 
bind— 

More cruel still, to chain the humar 
mind. 

Ye southern rulers drop the afflicting 
rod, 

Nor longer tempt the vengeance of a 
God: 

For while you sport on science’ lucid 
wave, 

You hold instruction from the humble 
slave. 

For you, fair freedom leathes her sacred 
name, 

For you, Columbia mouras her tarnish’é@ 
fame. 








Sill aaa 


Ne ate mr eR tate AC Pe nem ee — 





ities, ae 


— 


os 
iN 


96 _ GENIUS OF UNIVERSAL EMANCIPATION, ‘, 





Fiat Jutitia Ruat Colum. 





Shall her fair banvers o’er oppression 


waver® 

Can freedom’s pinions fan the toiling 
slave? 

Confusion strange, to graspin the same 
had, 


The blood-stained scourge, the peace- 
ful olive wand. 

Hail Marietta, thou my native town! 

}'}l sing thy praise fur Freedom here is 


known: 

No petty tyrants tread thy peaceful 
streets, 

No mourning slave the passing stranger 
meets. 

Bless’d be thy name while fair Ohio’s 
waves, 

Shall part thy borders from the land of 
slaves; 

May well fraught barges ever line thy 
shores 

And smiling plenty rest within thy 
doors. ICILIUS, 





* The poet had not, probably, an idea 
at the time he penned the foreguings that 
the flag of the United States had ever 
been displayed amidst a gang of chained 
and pinioned slaves; yet such is the fact. 
Genius of Universal Emancipation, 

age 59.)—It would seem that the 

yretches who make it a business to trade 


Gn slaves among us are trying how far 


they can go towards scandalizing our 
government. Were I disposed to encou- 
rage any thing of a military character, I 
should consider this a shame and a foul 
dishonor to the ilag of mycountry. Such 
Writers are ipso facto, a scandal anda 
disgrace to a nation. of barbarians. J 
donot believe there is a republican a- 
mong them; and if ever mortal man did, 
they richly merit the halter. 
Ed. Gen. Univer, Eman. 
dioanuinbiniaen 
SO I'l GOES. 
CumpBer.anp, Mp. Oct. 27. 
Mr. William Polling, of this county, 
was Shot on Sunday night last, about se- 
ven or eight miles from this place, bya 
negro man belonging to a Mr. Stewart, 


of Virginia. The wife a children of 


the negro we understand had been sold 
by their master, and Mr. Milbourn, of 
this place, accompanied by Mr. Polling, 
was-going to the house for the purpose 
of bringing them away. The negro fel- 

low awaited their approach, and on per- 
ceiving them, immediately lodged the 
contents of a musket in the side of the 














unfortunate Folling, who survived but a 

few hours. 

The murderer has been committed to 
the jail of Romney, in Virginia, to a- 

wait his trial, 

Quere. Do we not arm ourselves, 
and fight and kill, when foreign nations 
or domestic banditti assault us, and at- 
tempt to rob or to enslave us or our 
wives and children?—Christian Mirror. 

Ins. ‘Too many professed Christ- 
ians are continually setting such exam- 
ples:—and it is likely that the poor 
wretch above mentioned was neither ac- 
+ easy with law nor gospel. But 

HRIST taught his ie iy to act very 
differently. . U, Em, 

—— 
From the Sierre Leone Gazette, 
SCHOOLS IN AFRICA, 

Being weil aware of the interest that 
the friends of Africa, take in matters 
connected with the civilization and me- 
ra! improvement of the country, we give 
the following account of the schools. 

In the school at Cape Coast there are 
seventy-five boys, more than thirty of 
these can both read and write, 

On the Ist inst. a school was opened 
atAnnamabue, thirty-three scholars were 
admitted, and many more have since 
sought to participate in the same benefit. 

The school at Accra isin a prosperous 
state under the care of Mr. Cotton; there 
are now fifty-two bovs, and several of 
them are far advanced in grammer, arith- 
metic and writing. 

TO READERS AND CORRESPONDENTS. 
The Minutes of the Anaual Meeting of 

the Friends of Humanity in Illinois, 

are again unavoidably postponed. 

They will yet be inserted, 

Some remarks on the progress of the 
work of philanthropy in France, are 
also necessarily deferred, 

“HUMANITAS, NO. I—-(New See 
rves,”) came too late for this paper.— 
It shall not be long withheld aa the 
public. 

An excellent effusion in blank verse, 
from. the same pen, will grace the 

_ Muses’ Bower, when it is next fitted 
up for the reception of visitors. 
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The “Modern Listener,” and «A Friend 3 


to Humanity,” are laid off for inser- 
tion, 

Several other communications are un- 
der consideration, sume of which may 
be expected soon. 
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